Town of Tupper Lake
Public Hearing (Fire Contract)
&

Regular Board Meeting
Monday, September 8, 2025

Roll Call: Supervisor Rick Dattola
Councilman Tim Larkin
Councilman John Gillis
Councilwoman Crystal Boucher

Recording Secretary: Mary Kay Strack — Town Clerk

Town Attorney: Kirk Gagnier

Press: Dan McClelland - Tupper Lake Free Press

Others: Marc Staves Resident & Founding Member of the Adirondack

Sky Center & Observatory

Seth McGowan Resident & President of the Adirondack Sky
Center & Observatory

Margaret Ernenwien — Resident & Former Business Owner

Paul Mullen — Resident & Little Wolf Beach and Campground
Caretaker

Brian Merriam — Rotarian & Part-time Tupper Lake Resident

Jed Dukett — Business Owner & Resident

Jim Costley — Gull Pond Rd Resident

All recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Rick Dattola opened the Public Hearing on the Fire Contract at 6:00 p.m.

Supervisor Rick Dattola Read the Legal Notice:

To be Published in the Free Press on August 27& September 3, 2025

Legal Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING




PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Tupper Lake,

Franklin County, New York, acting for the Town of Tupper Lake Fire Protection District,
Is considering an agreement with the Village of Tupper Lake to furnish fire protection to
the residents of the Town of Tupper Lake, outside the Village of Tupper Lake, pursuant
to which the Town will pay to the Village over a five- year period, the following:

For the 2026 term: Two Hundred Ten Thousand Nine Hundred Seven Dollars. ($210,907.00)
For the 2027 term: Two Hundred Seventeen Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Five Dollars.
($217,235.00)

For the 2028 term: Two Hundred Seventeen Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Five Dollars.
($217,235.00)

For the 2029 term: Two Hundred Twenty-Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-One Dollars.
($223,751.00)

For the 2030 term: Two Hundred Twenty-Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-One Dollars.
($223,751.00)

A public hearing on this subject will be held by the Town Board on September 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
Hearing access information will be available on the Town website and upon request, at which time
interested parties may present their views on the subject, following which the Town Board will

consider entering into such an Agreement.

TOWN OF TUPPER LAKE
Mary Kay Strack, Town Clerk

No Public Comment

Councilman Larkin made a motion to close the Public Hearing on the Fire Contract @ 6:05
p.m.

Seconded by Councilwoman Boucher

All Board Members Voted AYE 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah

Supervisor Rick Dattola opened the Regular Town Board meeting at 6:06 p.m.

1.) Public Comment

Brian Merriam — Part-time resident and Rotarian- Asked Town Board members and town
residents to sign a petition to support painting the main building at Sunmount.

2.) Personal Appearance

Marc Staves Resident & Founding Member of the Adirondack
Sky Center & Observatory



Seth McGowan Resident & President of the Adirondack Sky
Center & Observatory

Marc Staves and Seth McGowan presented to the Town Board on the Dark Sky Initiative. Asking the
Town Board Member to support the Sky Center and Observatory in its Initiative to apply for Tupper
Lake to be designated a Dark Sky Compliant Community. A dark sky compliance initiative is a local,
regional, or international effort to reduce light pollution by implementing responsible outdoor
lighting practices, often guided by the Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting developed
by Dark Sky International. Key practices include using only necessary, downward-facing light,
selecting warm-colored lights with low intensity, and employing controls like motion sensors to
ensure light is used only when useful. These initiatives protect human health, wildlife, and the
environment, while also reducing energy consumption. While the Planning Board does have Dark
Sky Compliance this designation would require the Town to update the codes on Dark Sky
Compliance.

Supervisor Dattola’ s only concern was the cost to the taxpayer if Tupper Lake was named a Dark
Sky Community. The homeowners would have to change lighting to comply with the codes for dark

skies.

Seth McGowan asks if a Town Board Member would like to join the committee that will be starting
the initiative.

3.) Establishing Agenda
Nothing was added
4.) Approve Minutes Dated August 18,2025

The Town Clerk provided a draft copy of the meeting minutes dated August 18™, 2025, for
approval.

Councilman Donah made a motion to approve the meeting minutes dated August 18",
2025, as written.

Seconded by Councilman Gillis

All Town Board Members voted 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah

5.) Approve Abstract of Audited Vouchers $103,653.41 and Budget Amendment of $5000.00

Abstract #9

Vouchers # 2023-0210 to 2023-0289

Fund Prepaid/Debit Unpaid Total
General 200.01 $48,815.07 $33,579.62 $82,394.69
General 200.02 $5,135.00 $5,135.00

Highway 200.03 $2,643.51 $2,643.51


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=29c8be3fd3fde57f&rlz=1C1SQJL_enUS838US838&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOgkwmVtgTfOGAaOMnpuwob1f9wfA%3A1757602068304&q=Five+Principles+for+Responsible+Outdoor+Lighting&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAiJD3-dCPAxW8GFkFHYgEICQQxccNegQIBhAC&mstk=AUtExfBazgd1lpiYdOAIsBzH-EwKTzXSWNtp6yi-9XEFObBfAvDWsNRETUwTDNammgy3Wg_dZSFvx8YOvJeXBdHemMSIqztzFlXIJ3UdMxj6IqdZoQBeLrZJJaf7M8lgQDEwggSTMg3hIiNDXcY6KqsQtV9hbv1Z0Ae0tDXVtYAG25xk5Gg&csui=3
https://darksky.org/what-we-do/darksky-approved/darksky-approved-luminaires-program/darksky-approved-luminaires-guidelines/

Highway Outside 200.04

Capital Projects 200.05
Fire District 200.06
Sewer #1 200.07
Sewer #5 200.10
Sewer #17 200.15
Sewer #17-1 200.16
Sewer #17-2 200.17
Sewer #23 200.19
Water #1 200.20
Water #3 200.21
Moody Lighting 200.31

Recreation Events 200.34

Total For Abstract

Budget Amendment
Account

2001.01
73104.01

$124.11 $1,049.23
(1,454.11)

$48.42
$13.62
$1,667.15
$523.87
$2,998.39
$4,171.20
$150.39
$522.12
$2,131.04 $1,534.78

$51,070.22 $52,583.19

Detail Decrease
Park/Rec $5000.00
Youth CE

$1,173.34
(1,454.11)

$48.42
$13.62
$1,667.15
$523.87
$2998.39
$4,171.20
$150.39
$522.12
$3665.82

$103,653.41

Increase

$5000.00

Councilwoman Boucher made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Voucher #9
in the amount of $103,653.41 and Budget amendment of $5000.00.

Seconded by Councilman Larkin

All Town Board Members voted AYE 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah

6.) Approve Town Department Monthly Reports

August 2025

Complaints Received
Complaints Answered

Prepared by DCO Wayne LaPierre

Building Permits for July 2025

1&2 Family

Accessory Structures 1
Additions

Camps

Dog Report

Code Enforcement



Commercial Alteration
Deck

Demolition

Electrical

Fence

Garage/Carport
Reconstruction
Renovation

Roof 4
Septic System

Sign

Swimming Pool
Temporary Use

Violation 5

— et N

—_——

Highway Department

August 15" — September 4"

-Mowed roadsides on Town and County roads for second time.
-Started mowing the Town’s old landfill.

-Patched 3 areas on South Littlewolf Rd. with asphalt.

-Ditched ‘1500 of Hosley Ave.

-Hauled 60 tons of cob rock from Tahawus for stockpile at the garage.
-Weekly dump runs for the Town Hall and Maddox Hall.

-Dug up the first 500’ of Mitchell Lane.

-Cleaned up the park after the Field Days.

-Mowed lawns at the Town Hall, Maddox Hall, parking lot on Washington Street, parking areas on
Moody and lower parking lot at the Rod and Gun Club.

-Fixed a small washout at Setting Pole Dam.
-Started working on the compost bins at the Town Hall.

-Helped the Village DPW one day with one tandem dump truck for milling Cedar Street.



Recreation Department

Little Wolf Beach & Campground

All seasonal campers have received their Seasonal Renewal forms and have selected their
September camping options. We are anticipating one seasonal vacancy for the 2026 season.
There are currently about a dozen names on the Seasonal waiting list. The first on the list will be
contacted by late winter 2026 to confirm details.

There was an unexpected issue with the fiber internet services at the campground. All equipment
and service lines have been replaced, and we have established a separate Spectrum Business
account for wi-fi services going forward.

The public beach has been closed for the season, as all lifeguards return to school. We wish them
the best in their upcoming school year! The docks were removed from the water last week using a
team of rec staff and a few volunteers, in addition to Caretaker Paul on his jet ski. Thisis not an
easy process, and we are open to alternative options for next year.

The Campground is due to close at the end of September and winterization procedures have
already begun. Occupancy rates are currently around 40% but are anticipated to increase with
increased temperatures and weather conditions.

Youth Activities

5th/6th Grade Volleyball has moved into a Fall program, rather than a spring program. This will
allow a dedicated practice space and will take place alongside the MHS program. Registration
brought in around a dozen players, and practices will begin this month.

Tupper Tumbling- Fall session registration brought in around 100 tumblers. This has
extended to an 8-week program whose classes now fill 3 days for instructors and serve
infants-12-year-old youth. We have several families to travel into TL for this program.

Harry Potter Book Club is due to return in October. This program is a collaboration between the
Town, TL Public Library & TLCSD that encourages community involvement and nurtures a love of
reading.

Upcoming program registrations are TL Youth Nordic Ski Club, Cheer Jacks and Lil’ Ballers
Basketball.

Events

Wicked Drive-in Movie- 9/12 TL Municipal Park across from
McDonalds OkTupperFest- 9/27 Flanders Park
Trick or Treat on Park & Monster Dash- 10/31

Grants/Sponsorships

Pearsall Grant- Washington Street Park Softball
Fencing Kits EISF Grant- Ski Club



2026 Franklin County Youth Bureau Funding- Day Camp
2026 Sponsorship Pamphlet for local businesses and marketing opportunities.

Other

Met with Franklin County Tourism & Economic Development Director Phil Hans, Franklin County
Legislator Nedd Sparks, ROOST COO MJ Lawrence, and ROOST Marketing Director Michelle
Clement regarding the renewal of the Town’s ROOST contract for the upcoming year. This team
markets Tupper Lake in order to sustain a steady flow of tourism, which means our local
businesses, motels, vacation rentals, restaurants, and local events are well attended and that
income comes into our community.

Councilman Gillis made a motion to approve the Department Monthly Reports for the
month of August 2025.

Seconded by Councilwoman Boucher

All Town Board Members voted AYE 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah

7.) Committee Report

Councilman Larkin reported that LaBella has been applying for grants. The Geotechnical
Survey is scheduled for the 18" or 19" of September. LaBella is currently working on their water
rescue plan and safety plan for the work that will be performed in September. LaBella will have all
the plans completed by the end of 2025.

Supervisor Dattola explained that the Town will be completing the Bond for engineering this
month with Community Bank N.A.

8.) Executive Session
Discussion Regarding Proposed, Pending, or Current Litigation
Councilman Larkin made a motion to enter Executive Session at 6:30 p.m.
Seconded Councilwoman Boucher
All Town Board Members voted AYE 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah
Councilman Gillis made a motion to exit Executive Session at 6:40 p.pm with no action take.
Seconded by Councilman Larkin
All Town Board Members voted AYE 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah
Regular Town Board Meeting resumed at 6:41 p.m.
9.) Re-appoint Jessica Eggsware as Town Assessor
RESOLUTION #47 — 2025

OF
THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF TUPPER LAKE



FRANKLIN COUNTY, NEW YORK
WHEREAS, a letter from the State of New York Office of Real Property Services making Town Board
members aware that the appointed assessor term expires September 30, 2025, in New York State

and;

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law (RPTL), §310.2, the appointed assessor has a six-year
term of office. The next term will begin October 1, 2025, and end September 30, 2031, and;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, at a regular town board meeting held September 8, 2025, Town
Board members passed a resolution to re-appoint Jessica Eggsware as the Town of Tupper Lake
Town Assessor for another 6-year term, effective October 1, 2025.

Motion: Councilman Larkin

Seconded: Councilwoman Boucher

Action: Carried

RollCall:  Supervisor Dattola AYE
Councilman Larkin AYE
Councilman Gillis AYE
Councilwoman Boucher AYE
Councilman Donah AYE

Date: September 8, 2025

Seal Nary Ray Stwack
Mary Kay Strack — Town Clerk

10.) Approve NYSERDA Agreement

TOWN OF TUPPER LAKE

RESOLUTION NO. 48/2025

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN SUPERVISOR TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT NO. 258098
WITH THE NEW YORK STATE ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (NYSERDA)



WHEREAS, the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (“NYSERDA”) has
awarded the Town of Tupper Lake a grant for an energy-related project; and

WHEREAS, NYSERDA has presented the Town of Tupper Lake with Agreement Number 258098 to
formalize this grant award; and

WHEREAS, the agreement provides a total award amount of $603,273.60 for the project period
commencing on September 2, 2025, and ending on September 30, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Tupper Lake has reviewed the terms and conditions of
the said agreement and has determined that entering into itis in the best interest of the Town.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Tupper Lake hereby
authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute Agreement No. 258098 with the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority for a total award of $603,273.60; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to sign all necessary documents
required to accept and implement this grant on behalf of the Town of Tupper Lake, consistent with
the terms of the approved agreement and its associated exhibits (A, B, C, D, E, F, and Attachment
A); and be it further

There for be it Resolved, that this resolution shall take effect immediately.
Dated: September 8, 2025

Motion: Councilman Larkin

Seconded: Councilman Gillis

Action: Carried 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah

STATE OF NEW YORK)

COUNTY OF FRANKLIN) ss:

TOWN OF TUPPER LAKE)

I, the undersigned Town Clerk of the Town of Tupper Lake, do hereby certify that the foregoing
resolution was duly adopted at a meeting of the Town Board held on the 5th day of September 2025.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Town of Tupper
Lake.

_Mary Ray Strack

Town Clerk



11.) Discuss and Approve Fire Contract - TABLED

Town of Tupper Lake Board Members after discussion decided to table decision until further
conversation at Budget workshops.

12.) Discuss the Safety of Piercefield Bridge

Councilman Larkin reported that there is a bump on the Piercefield bridge that has been
reported to the New York State Department of Transportation. The bump is unsafe to the trucks and
trailers that cross the bridge. Councilman Larkin has been in touch with the Town of Piercefield for
their support for requesting that the unsafe condition of the bridge be repaired.

Resolution # 49 /2025
Of
Town Of Tupper Lake

Franklin County, New York

There for be it Resolved; that the Town of Tupper Lake Town Board write a letter to the New
York State Department of Transportation regarding the safety of the Piercefield Bridge on
State Route 30 in the Town of Piercefield requesting that it be repaired.

Dated: September 8, 2025
Motion: Councilman Larkin
Seconded: Councilwoman Boucher

Action: Carried 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah

Mary Kay Strack — Town Clerk

13.) Adjourn



Councilman Gillis made a motion to adjourn the regular Town Board meeting at 6:50 p.m.
Seconded by Councilwoman Boucher
All Town Board Members voted AYE 5/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Boucher, Donah

Mary Kay Strack — Town Clerk



