
 

 

Town of Tupper Lake  
Special Meeting 

June 23, 2025 
 

Roll Call:    Supervisor Rick Dattola 
     Councilman Tim Larkin 
     Councilman John Gillis 
     Councilwoman Crystal Boucher – Absent 
     Councilman Rick Donah 
 
Recording Secretary:   Mary Kay Strack – Town Clerk 
 
Press:      Dan McClelland – Tupper lake Free Press 
 
Town Attorney:    Kirk Gagnier 
 
 
All Recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Supervisor Dattola stated the Special Board Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 
1.) Public Comment 
 No Public Comment 
 
2.) Discuss and Award Bids for Materials for the Tupper Lake Golf Course Irrigation Project  
 

         June 9, 2025 

        
Bid opening for: Tupper Lake Irrigation Project for Materials  

 

Name              Submitted Bid  

Aquarius Landscaping Supply     $95,124.44    

Grassland Equipment & Irrigation Corp   $96,308.15     

Ewing Outdoor Supply              $97,487.19          
 
SiteOne Landscape Supply                    $107,509.90 



 

 

Date of Opening   June 9, p.m.  

Time of Opening 12:00 p.m.  

    

Opened By:   

 Present:   Jessica Eggsware 

   

Witness:  Samantha Davies  

         

Bid was awarded to:             Grassland Equipment & Irrigation Corp 

         

        Town of Tupper Lake 

        120 Demars Blvd. 

Mary Kay Strack       Tupper Lake, NY 12986 

Town Clerk 

 

 Councilman Larkin made a recommendation to the board that Grassland Equipment & 
Irrigation Corp. should be awarded the bid for the irrigation materials. Councilman Larkin 
recommended Grassland for the irrigation materials because they submitted a complete quote of 
materials needed to complete. Councilman Larkin explained the other companies did not submit a 
completed quote; they lacked certain materials that are critical to completing the project. Siteone 
Landscape and Ewing Outdoor Supply quotes were higher than Grassland and Aquarius. The 
decision was between Grassland and Aquarius there was a small prices difference between the 2 
companies. Councilman Larkin explained that one of the companies and the Town of Tupper Lake 
had an issue with an order on a prior project. The company sent the town equipment without the 
proper purchase order or correspondence from the Town. This item was not the correct item and 
was not approved by the town for purchase. Councilman Larkin stated that the purchase and 
communication practices of Aquarius should be considered when the board awards the bid. 
Councilman Larkin explained that one out of the two choices is a seconded party sellers and that 
could be a protentional problem with future purchase when needing to reorder parts. Councilman 
Larkin stated that Grassland Equipment and Irrigation had also provided in the bid packet a design 
install plan for a control system that would provide a better user experience for the Tupper Lake 
Golf Course. Councilman Larkin explained that one of the companies was located closer to Tupper 
Lake which would be ideal for future maintenance.  



 

 

 Councilman Gillis asked if the grant had anything to do with the installation of the materials.  

 Supervisor Dattola explained that the grant is for materials only, but the project needs to be 
started this year not completed but started.  

 Councilman Larkin explained to the Town Board how they will get started this year. In the 
fall, when the Tupper Lake Golf Course closes, they will begin by putting in a six-inch irrigation main 
which will allow them to add-on irrigation lines next spring.  

 Councilman Donah mentioned the maintenance on the top nine irrigation system that was 
installed years ago. Councilman Donah asked about the repairs to the equipment and if the Tupper 
Lake Golf Course would feel comfortable using Grassland to maintain the irrigation system. 

 Councilman Larkin stated yes, Grassland is the company that the Tupper Lake Golf Course 
is currently working with.  

 The Bid for the irrigation Project at the Tupper Lake Golf course will be awarded to 
Grassland Equipment and Irrigation Corp. 

 Councilman Donah made the motion to approve the awarding of the bid for Irrigation 
Material for the Tupper Lake Golf Course irrigation Project to Grassland Equipment and Irrigation 
Corp.  

 Seconded by Councilman Gillis  
 All Board Members Voted AYE 4/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Donah 
 Absent Councilwoman Boucher 
  

3.) Discuss Updating the Town Tupper Lake Sewer Connection Information & Instructions for 
Homeowners and Contractors 

 Supervisor Dattola stated that he wanted the board to start thinking about what changes 
that need to be made for residences to hook up into a pre- existing district. The hook up instructions 
are vague. Supervisor Dattola reminded the board that budget season is coming up soon and he 
would like for this to be discussed with the budget. Supervisor Dattola stated along with the hook 
up information and instructions the board needs to go over the sewer districts and make needed 
changes. 

Grinder Pumps - New Construction Installation 

- Need specific guidelines with less gray area 

o How much does the district cover for the cost of pump and installation? 

o What is the property owner's responsibility, if any? 

For Example: 

o What will be covered by the district? 



 

 

■ Grinder Pump+ Installation 

■ Hook up at the road/Road Crossing 

 
o What the property owner is responsible for? 

■ Infrastructure from pump to hook up at the road 
o Paid district charges for XX amount of years on lot. (scale) 

■ Cost of new Grinder Pump+ Install- Up to $10,000.00 covered by 

district (20 years) 

■ Cost of new Grinder Pump+ Install- Up to $5,000.00 covered by 
district (1o years) 

o Subdivisions 

■ 1 lot eligible for grinder pump installation 

•  Based on guidelines of how many years district charges have 

been paid on the lot. 

■  All other lots created - The property owner will be responsible for the 

entire cost to hook up to the district 

• Grinder Pump 

• Installation 

• Infrastructure 

• Labor 

• Any other costs associated with hooking up to the district. 
  

4.) Discuss Authorization for Professional Services for Additional Information on the Depth of 
Bedrock and Subsurface Soil Information  

 Councilman Larkin explained in order to obtain additional information on the depth to 
bedrock and subsurface soil information; LaBella proposes to complete an Electrical Resistivity 
(ER) survey and a SPT boring at the site. The ER survey will utilize marine cables so we will be able 
to complete the resistivity testing along the bottom of the river. For this scope of service, LaBella 
will complete one alignment that will cross the river approximately 150 to 200 feet north of the dam 
(near the location of the existing buoys). We will also attempt to run a line from the existing buoys 
to the dam, but this will depend on the strength of the current at the time and if we are able to 
access the dam. LaBella will also complete a single SPT boring with rock coring to help correlate 
the results of the ER survey. 
 
 

Resolution # 3/2025 

 

Authorization for Profession Services for Geophysical Investigation 

 



 

 

Whereas; the Town of Tupper Lake is in the process of a Rehabilitation Project of Setting 
 Pole Dam 

Whereas; the Town of Tupper Lake has hired LaBella Associates, D.P.C to Engineer and 
 Design Setting Pole Dam 

Whereas; LaBella Associates, D.P.C has requested the authorization to perform an 
 Electrical Resistivity survey and a SPT boring at Setting Pole Dam to 
 obtain additional information on the depth of bedrock and subsurface 
 soil information. At a cost of $22,500.00. 

Therefore, Be it resolved; at a Special Town Board Meeting held on Thursday, June 23, 2025, 
the Town of Tupper Lake Board Members approved LaBella Associates, D.P.C to perform 
the Electrical Resistivity survey and SPT boring at the cost of $22,500.00. 

 

Dated: June 23, 2025 

 

Motion: Councilman Larkin 

Seconded: Councilman Gillis 

Action: Carried 4/0 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis, Donah 

Absent: Councilman Boucher 

 

 

__Mary Kay Strack_______ 

Mary Kay Strack – Town Clerk   

 
5.) Discuss Bonding for Payment of Labella for Engineering Cost for Setting Pole Dam 
 
 Kirk Gagnnier – Town Attorney explained to the Town Board the process and terms of the 
bond to pay for the engineering costs for Setting Pole Dam Rehabilitation Project.  
 

Town of Tupper Lake  

Of  

Franklin County, New York 

Resolution # 39/2025 

 



 

 

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF TUPPER LAKE, NEW YORK, 

ADOPTED JUNE 23, 2025, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 

IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $215,000 TO FINANCE 

THE PREPARATION OF DESIGN PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR 

THE PROPOSED DAM REHABILITATION PROJECT  

THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF TUPPER LAKE, IN THE COUNTY OF FRANKLIN, 

NEW YORK, HEREBY RESOLVES (by the favorable vote of not less than two-thirds of all the members 

of said Town Board) AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The Town of Tupper Lake, in the County of Franklin, New York (herein 

called the “Town”), is hereby authorized to issue bonds in a principal amount not to exceed 

$125,000 pursuant to the Local Finance Law, constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws 

of the State of New York (herein called the “Law”), to finance the preparation of design plans and 

specifications for the proposed Dam rehabilitation project.  

Section 2. The estimated maximum cost thereof, including preliminary costs and 

costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is $215,000 and said amount is hereby 

appropriated for such purpose. The plan of financing includes the issuance of bonds in a principal 

amount not to exceed $215,000 to finance said appropriation, the levy and collection of taxes on all 

the taxable real property in the Town to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as 

the same shall become due and payable.  

Section 3. The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared: 

(a)  The period of probable usefulness applicable to the object or purpose for which 

said bonds are authorized to be issued, within the limitations of Section 11.00 a. 62 of the Law, is five 

(5) years. 



 

 

(b)  The proceeds of the bonds herein authorized and any bond anticipation notes 

issued in anticipation of said bonds may be applied to reimburse the Town for expenditures made 

after the effective date of this resolution for the purpose for which said bonds are authorized. The 

foregoing statement of intent with respect to reimbursement is made in conformity with Treasury 

Regulation Section 1.150-2 of the United States Treasury Department. 

(c)  The proposed maturity of the bonds authorized by this resolution will not exceed 

five (5) years. 

Section 4. Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond anticipation 

notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds shall contain the recital of validity as prescribed 

by Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds and any notes issued in anticipation of said bonds shall 

be general obligations of the Town, payable as to both principal and interest by general tax upon all 

the taxable real property within the Town.  The faith and credit of the Town are hereby irrevocably 

pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on said bonds and any notes issued 

in anticipation of the sale of said bonds and provision shall be made annually in the budget of the 

Town by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds and any notes in 

anticipation thereof to mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest to be due and payable in 

such year. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law and pursuant to 

the provisions of Section 21.00 of the Law relative to the authorization of bonds with substantially 

level or declining annual debt service, Section 30.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance of 

bond anticipation notes and Section 50.00 and Sections 56.00 to 60.00 and Section 168.00 of the 

Law, the powers and duties of the Town Board relative to authorizing bond anticipation notes and 

prescribing the terms, form and contents and as to the sale and issuance of the bonds herein 

authorized, and of any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, and the renewals 



 

 

of said bond anticipation notes, and as to the execution of agreements for credit enhancements, are 

hereby delegated to the Supervisor, the chief fiscal officer of the Town. 

Section 6. The validity of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and of any notes 

issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if: 

(a) such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the Town 
is not authorized to expend money, or 

(b) the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication 
of such resolution, or a summary thereof, are not substantially complied 
with, 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after 

the date of such publication, or 

(c) such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the 
constitution. 

Section 7. This bond resolution shall take effect immediately, and the Town Clerk is 

hereby authorized and directed to publish a summary of this bond resolution, together with a Notice 

attached in substantially the form prescribed by Section 81.00 of the Law in the official newspaper 

of the Town, which has a general circulation in the Town and is designated the official newspaper of 

said Town for such publication. 

*          *          *          * 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Councilman Rick Donah 

and duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows: 

AYES:4 Dattola, Larkin, Gillis Donah 
 
 
NOES:0 
Absent: Boucher 
The resolution was declared adopted. 

 
Mary Kay Strack 
Mary Kay Strack – Town Clerk 
 



 

 

6.) Public Comment 
 
 No Public Comment 
 
7.) Adjourn  
 
 Councilman Gillis made a motion to Adjourn the Special Board meeting at 5:50 p.m. 
 Seconded by Larkin 
 All Board Members voted AYE 4/0 Dattola, Larkin. Gillis, Donah 
 Absent: Boucher 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mary Kay Strack – Town Clerk 
 


